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greatly better; and a few as an ascent to an ideal
state, sometimes conceived by them as a state of
Nature, and sometimes as a condition of millennial
blessedness. But, behind these, now as then, there is
a crowd which has imbibed a delight in change for
its own sake, who would reform the Suffrage, or the
House of Lords, or the Land Laws, or the Union
with Ireland, in precisely the same spirit in which
the mob behind the reformers of religion broke the
nose of a saint in stone, or made a bonfire of copes
and surplices, or shouted for the government of the
Church by presbyteries. The passion for religious
reform is, however, far more intelligible than the
passion for political change, as we now see it in
operation. In an intensely believing society, the
obligation to think aright was enforced by tremendous
penalties ; and the sense of this obligation was the
propelling force of the Reformation, as at an earlier
date it had been the propelling force of the rise and
spread of Christianity. But what propelling force is
there behind the present political movement, of such
inherent energy that it not only animates the minority,
who undoubtedly believe in their theories of demo-
cracy, or reform, or regeneration, but even makes
itself felt by the multitude which reasons blindly or
does not reason at all? " If you have wrong ideas
about Justification, you shall perish everlastingly,"
is a very intelligible proposition; but it is not exactly